Antigenic determinants of pregnancy-associated alpha 2-glycoprotein and alpha 2-macroglobulin defined by poly- and monoclonal antibodies.
Human alpha 2-macroglobulin and pregnancy-associated alpha 2-glycoprotein (PA alpha 2G) share several physicochemical characteristics. By the use of unabsorbed or absorbed polyclonal antibodies to these antigens, the existence of common epitopes in these molecules were demonstrated in crossed immunoelectrophoresis. Two monoclonal antibodies out of 9 raised against purified PA alpha 2G were demonstrated to react with both antigens, indicating close immunochemical relatedness between these macroglobulins. The findings might have functional implications.